
Naming Butterflies... 

 

Kingdom, phylum, class and order- 

    Words like “Hymenoptera-” 

If they fly on scaly wings 

    They must be Lepidoptera. 

 

Butterflies and moths fit here, 

    According to my journal. 

Butterflies are seen by day; 

    But moths are more nocturnal. 

 

Families are Swallowtails, 

    Brushfoots, Milkweed whoppers, 

Skippers, White and Sulfur hued, 

    Hairstreaks, Blues and Coppers. 

 

Genuses are trickier, 

     And species go forever; 

So I just use the common names, 

     Because I’m not that clever. 
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